PYEITE
 2975
 PYEEHUS
 
and Spain. It extends from the Mediterran-
ean to the Atlantic; its length from Cape
Creux, on the Gulf of Lyons, to Fuenterrabia,
on the Bay of Biscay, is about 270 miles, and
its greatest breadth is little more than fifty
miles. It consists of two lines, which form
parallel ridges about twenty miles apart, ex-
cept in the center, where the distance between
them is considerably greater. The descent
on the south side is much more abrupt than
on the north. The loftiest summits are near-
ly all near the center, where the culminating
point, the Pic d'Anethou, reaches a height of
11,168 feet. In the Pyrenees is to be found
some of the finest scenery in France. The
climate is mild, and the snow line is over 1,000
feet higher than that of the Alps. The chief
passes of the Pyrenees are the Col de Somport
and the Col de la Perehe. In 1919 a Franco-
Spanish tunnel under the mountains was com-
pleted. Its terminals are Aix, France, and
Puigcerda, Spain, which are about twenty
miles apart.
PYE'ITE, or PYRITES, pir ri'teez, in min-
eralogy, a term applied to the combination of
iron, copper or arsenic with sulphur, form-
ing a sulphite. The word means flint, or a
stone that strikes fire, and the name is ap-
plied to this class of minerals, because of the
fact that when struck with steel or some other
hard substance, a spark usually results. In
ordinary usage, the term is confined to iron
pyrite, which is a compound of iron and sul-
phur. It has a bright luster and a brassy,
yellowish color, and because of this it is often
mistaken for gold. The mineral occurs in
crystals in the form of cubes and in mass; it
is also sometimes found in fine grains in de-
caying rock. It is used in the manufacture of
sulphuric acid and green vitriol, or copperas.
Copper pyrite is sometimes smelted for the
metal, and some deposits contain more or less
gold and silver.
PYROMETER, an instrument used for
measuring high degrees of temperature. The
old style pyrometer, and one still found in
physical laboratories, consists of a metallic
bar, fixed in a frame so that when heated it
will extend in. one direction. The movable
end is connected with a needle, which passes
over a dial. As the bar extends, it moves the
needle, and this indicates the degree of heat
applied. This instrument is of no particular
value, except to indicate the expansion of
metals. Another pattern in general use and
much more successful than the former con-
 sists of a metallic tube with a bulb containing
air, pressing against a column of mercury
which it supports. The temperature is meas-
ured by the expansion of the air. The higher
the temperature, the greater the expansion,
and, consequently, the greater the extent to
which the mercury in the tube will rise. Still
another pattern consists of a coil of platinum
wire, encased in a porcelain or fire clay tube.
The degree of heat is indicated by the resist-
ance which the wire affords to the passage
of an electric current, this resistance being
measured by a galvanometer.
PYROTECHNY, pirotetfny, the science
of making fireworks, combustible and ex-
plosive material usually contained in a paste-
board case. The materials chiefly used are
niter, sulphur and charcoal, chemicals being
added to produce colored lights or scintilla-
tions in burning. See fireworks.
PYE'OXENE, or AUCITE, a mineral com-
posed of silica, calcium and magnesium, often
combined with iron, and sometimes with zine
and manganese. It occurs in prismatic crys-
tals and also in granular form. There are
colorless varieties, to each of which a specific
name is given, but they are of no special in-
terest except to the mineralogist. The vari-
eties containing aluminum and small quanti-
ties of potash, soda or lime are of a dark
color and constitute some of the common
minerals. They are found crystallized in
limestone and other common rocks. Pyrox-
ene is an important constituent of many igne-
ous rocks, and with labradorite or magnetite
it forms basalt.
PYEOX'YLIK   See gtocottoh.
PYEEHUS, piSrus, (318-272 b. a), king
of Epirus, one of the most illustrious gen-
erals of antiquity. He was placed on the
throne of his deposed father when twelve
years old, but was banished in 302. He
fought in the Battle of Ipsus, went to Egypt
as a hostage for Demetrius, and there mar-
ried the stepdaughter of Ptolemy Sot'er.
Afterwards he returned to Epirus, regained
his throne and planned the conquest of Mace-
donia, of which country he became joint
ruler, with Lysimaehus, in 287? and from
which he was shortly driven.
In 281 Pyrrhus went to the assistance of
the Tarentines, a colony in lower Italy, in
their struggle with the Eomans, and in 279
won his celebrated "Pyrrhic victory," at the
Battle of Asculum—an engagement in which
Ms losses were so heavy that he exclaimed,

